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Entering Asean Economics Community (AEC) by Longan Farmers
in Chiang Mai Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study; (1) socio-economic circumstance of longan farmers in
Chiang Mai Province (2) knowledge and understanding of longan farmers in Chiang Mai Province regarding
the Asean Economic Community (AEC), longan production and longan export (3) readiness preparation in
response to the Asean Economic Community (AEC) by longan farmers in Chiang Mai Province (4) problems
and suggestions for readiness preparation in response to the AEC.

The studied population was a number of 1,163 longan farmers who attended a training on the project
of longan quality improvement and value added production for export in Chiang Mai Province. By simple
random sampling, 296 farmers were the research samples. Data was collected from them by an interview
form and was analyzed by computer programs. Statistics used were frequency, percentage, minimum value,
maximum value and standard deviation.

Research findings were as follows. (1) Most of the farmers were male with the average age at
49.23 years. They completed higher primary education. Their average income was 227,396.64 baht
and out of 135,265.77 baht was from longan plantation. Most of their capital was from the Bank for
Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. Their average debt was 72,838.93 baht. The average off
their occupied agricultural area was 10.00 rai, mostly belonged to them. The average of longan
planting area was 7.64 rai which mostly yielded in season and already yielded. Farmers planted the
longan of E-daw variety and their average planting experience was 13.72 years. Those who made
regular contacts with agricultural extension agents were volunteers/leaders. In terms of receiving AEC
information, the farmers learned from television news rather than other sources of information. Most
of them also received other information from the government authorities. (2) By average, the longan
farmers acquired knowledge and understanding about the AEC, longan production and longan export at
high level. (3) The farmers’ practices over various issues of quality longan production for export was
at high level. (4) The importance of readiness preparation by farmers in any activity was at high level.
For example, they placed importance upon increase productivity per rai, production for safe products,
group forming by farmers for commercial bargaining power and knowledge development on standard
longan production as required by overseas market. (5) They believed they could manage the following
by themselves; readiness preparations for knowledge and efficiency development, seeking ways to
lower costing, chemical substance utilization at safe level including foreign language development.
(6) Their entering the AEC problem was at high level, particularly the serious one was forming group
by longan farmers which was still not very well done. There is a suggestion in regard to more
knowledge. Both the AEC. Market and the export fruits to overseas. Including knowledge of foreign
languages.
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